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Passing Christ’s Love to Future GenerationsFrom the pastor

I have been blessed to serve as your pastor for five
years now, and I am looking forward to the years to
come as a time when our mutual ministry can grow
and flourish. Thank you for your support for Christ
Church and the many ways that our church is stronger
for the part you have played in the worship and spir-
itual life of this congregation.

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will see a four month
calendar, highlighting some of the things that will be
happening through the end of this year. Make sure
you mark them down, and feel free to invite your
friends and neighbors to participate in any or all of
the coming events. You will see that there are many
opportunities to gather with your friends and family
through the life of Christ Church, so please participate
as often as you can.

The world around us is changing dramatically, and
the notion of "church" is quickly becoming unfamiliar
to a new generation of people. Despite a large propor-
tion of the population declaring themselves to be "be-
lievers," fewer and fewer people are participating
actively in formal church settings of all backgrounds.
Social networking keeps us in conversation with peo-
ple all over the world instantly, but it rarely reflects
the face to face interaction that has nourished people's
souls for generations. There is a delicacy and inti-
macy to interpersonal communication that is missing
from texts and twitters. Even skype conversations are
carried on in separate screens, real time or not.

You probably participate actively in the church and
other social organizations because you value the
human contact and, for the church, the spiritual satis-
faction you receive. This is too precious a gift to keep
only to yourself and a small circle of friends and fam-

ily. Think back over your life and bring to mind some
of the changing events and crises that were formative
in your relationship with God, with your becoming
the person that you are today. Some of those were
certainly solitary occasions, but most were likely in
personal contact with others. How we take our life
experiences and use the knowledge we have gained
from them is vital to how we look at church today.

If our intent is to preserve the church as a museum
for the faith of our fathers and mothers, most likely
the church will die with us when we pass on from this
world. When we are able to see that church is a living
monument to God's love for us, and we think about
how we have been changed by that love, we begin to
recognize that the church and its mission will be
changed by that love as well. When we pass that love
along to future generations by unreservedly welcom-
ing the new ideas and challenges that transform the
church into something meaningful for others as well,
we begin to see how the church will continue to be
important for many generations after we die.

This fall we will be seeking to make some alterations
to our sanctuary and our worship structure that will
prepare the church for future generations of worship-
pers, and will be costly, particularly to those who
struggle to accept these changes. This transformation
is necessary -- Jesus himself said "You cannot put
new wine into old wineskins" -- and our openness to
the possibilities that this generates for Christ Church
will determine whether this is a strategy that enables
growth to occur.

Pastor Don

TThhee WWaakkee--TTrreeee



Worship Opportunities for June
Early Services at 8 a.m.
Sunday School 9 a.m.

Service of Worship 10:15 a.m.
The Conversation with the Children is offered every Sunday during the Worship Service. Children through 6th grade are in-
vited to the Chancel. Wee Worship is an alternative for children 3 years old through 2nd grade; children begin the Worship
Service seated with their parents, move to the chancel during the Conversation, and then exit to the Kindergarten room with
their Wee Worship leader. Nursery care is provided for Sunday School and the Worship Service.

Special Offerings 
for September

September 11: 
Bethany Children’s Home

September 18: 
American Indian Sunday

The first Sunday 
of each month is 

Food Bank Sunday.
Please place non-perishable

food items in the grocery cart in
the South Narthex.

September 4
Exodus 12:1-14 with Psalm 149 or

Ezekiel 33:7-11 with Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

September 11
Exodus 14:19-31 with Psalm 114 

or Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21
Genesis 50:15-21 with Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13

Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

September 18
Exodus 16:2-15 with Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 or

Jonah 3:10-4:11 with Psalm 145:1-8 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16

September 25
Exodus 17:1-7 with Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 or
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 with Psalm 25:1-9

Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

Bethany Children's Home pro-
vides residential services for chil-
dren and adolescents who are
unable to live with their own or a
substitute family. Typically, these
young people require more struc-
ture, more elaborate programming,
and more highly-trained staff than
is possible in a smaller group set-
ting. 

Founded in 1863 and related to the
United Church of Christ, Bethany
serves more than 300 boys and
girls each year on its Womelsdorf,
PA, campus.  Additionally, through
its Counseling Ministry, Bethany
annually provides counseling serv-
ices to over 600 families through-
out the region. For more
information go to www.bethany-
home.org.

More about this month’s special offerings:
American Indian Ministry Sun-
day celebrates the historic United
Church of Christ ministry with and
among native communities. Funds
collected will benefit CAIM, the
UCC's Council for American In-
dian Ministry. For nearly 40 years,
CAIM has provided primary salary
support for all pastors serving
American Indian churches in the
UCC, as well as scholarships and
travel assistance for American In-
dian youth, ministerial students and
lay leaders. UCC individuals and
congregations are invited to inten-
tionally remember and pray for the
nineteen UCC congregations lo-
cated on American Indian reserva-
tions, dating back to the 1870's,
and one multi-tribe UCC congrega-
tion founded in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota in 1980.



Mark your Calendars
CCUCC Dates – September 2011 to December 2011
September 6 6:30 pm Property Meeting
September 7  11:00 am & 6:00 pm Prayer Group

7:30 pm Senior Choir Rehearsal
September 8 6:30 pm Consistory Meeting
September 11 Sunday School Opening Day and Church Picnic

Children & Youth bring backpacks to bless for the coming school year!
3:00 pm A-C Area Council of Churches 9/11 Service

September 12 6:00 pm Congregational Care Meeting
September 14 7:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal
September 16 10:00 QDP Rehearsal
September 18 9:00 am Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Begins
September 20 7:00 pm Christ Church Guild Meeting
September 21 7:00 pm Praise Team

7:30 pm Senior Choir
September 25 10:15 am Dedication of Sanctuary Lamp

4:00 pm Installation Service for Pastor Emeritus Norman B. Bucher
5:30 pm Celebration Dinner

October 2 World Communion Sunday
October 9 Neighbors in Need Special Offering 

4:30 pm Hayride
October 10 6:30 pm Property Meeting
October 13 6:30 pm Consistory Meeting
October 18 7:00 pm Christ Church Guild Meeting
October 23 5:00 pm Blessing of the Pets
October 27 (?) Trick or Treat at Christ Church 
October 30 Reformation Sunday

November 1 - 11 Mission One - Bring items of food to church! Christ Church goal = 1000
November 6 7:00 pm  Lebanon Association Choir Fest at Quentin UCC
November 7 6:30 pm Property Meeting
November 10 6:30 pm Consistory Meeting
November 12 TBA Mission One Blessing and Celebration
November 13 Stewardship Sunday
November 15 7:00 pm Christ Church Guild Meeting
November 18 & 19 Peanut & Cashews
November 23 7:30 pm Community Thanksgiving Eve Worship - site TBA
***November 26 10:00 am ***Decorate the Church***
November 27 Communion - First Sunday of Advent

December 5 6:30 pm Property Meeting
December 8 6:30 pm Consistory Meeing
December 11 Choirs' Christmas Program
December 18 Children's Christmas Program
December 20 7:00 PM Christ Church Guild Meeting
December 24 7:00 PM & 10:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship
***December 25 ***10:15 am Worship Only*** 
December 31 6:30 pm Last Day Worship



Notes of Thanks

Thanks to everyone for your phone calls, cards and
well wishes I received after my hand surgery.  Your
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.

Weez Bixler

Dear Christ Church Family,

Thank you so much for the phone calls and cards I
received following my recent surgeries. 

The meals that were provided were very much appre-
ciated, and since I was unable to for many weeks, the
care those of you gave to our twins was a blessing!!

Thank you and God Bless,

Beth Spieles 

Ruthann & I would like to thank Richard, Doug, &
Ed for their help in getting us into our new home. 

Thanks again, 
Bruce & Ruthann Calabrese 

Your kindness and comfort will always remain in our
hearts. Thank you. I appreciated the wonderful lunch-
eon you and your helpers prepared for the reception
after the funeral. 

Alvana Cintron & Family

A big thank you to all who helped with our Chicken
BBQ in August. It was a big success! 

It couldn’t have been done without your help,
whether you helped that day, sold tickets, brought a
baked good, or just enjoyed the meal!

Sunday, September 4 Special Music- Mandi Smith

Sunday, September 11 Take Time to Be Holy arr. Fettke Senior Choir

Sunday, September 18 How Firm a Foundation arr. Larson Senior Choir

Sunday September 25 For Eternity arr. Paris Praise Team
I Will Rise arr. Allen Praise Team

From the Director of Music

SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS will begin Wednesday, September 7, 2011 at 7:30 pm.  
PRAISE TEAM REHEARSALS will begin the following Wednesday, September 14, 2011 at 7:00 pm.

This month’s anthems



Doris Hornwas featured on a page of
the Merchandiser recently.  She is
shown checking out the Merchandiser
while accompanied by a Ponce de
Leon impersonator at the Fountain of
Youth in St. Augustine, FL, which a
sign identifying the park appears in the
background.  (Fountain of Youth –
now isn’t that interesting?)

Brenda Gallagher had a very special
summer beginning with a visit from
her daughter, Beth Renne, who flew
in from New Mexico on Memorial
Day bringing with her grandson,
Nichlos.  Beth stayed one week and
left for home leaving Nick with
grandma until July 4th.  They had not
seen each other for a year.  Nick told
grandma he is not “The Prince of Per-
sia” meaning she does not have to wait
on him.  He got up at 6:00 a.m. to ac-
company her to the VA pool to swim

The Church Mouse
everyday.  After being up till 1:00 a.m.
with big sister, Rachel, at a campfire,
he said, “Please let me sleep. You
know I’ll be grouchy if I don’t get
enough sleep.”  While here Rachel
treated him to softball games, water
parks, movies and a day at the beach.
Nick loved the waves.  He celebrated
his 8th birthday during his stay with
grandma and helped to bake his cake –
chocolate with peanut butter icing. (Is
there any other?)  Rachel flew with
Nick to his home in New Mexico and
spent 5 more days with the family.
Brenda said she had to nap every day
for a week after Nick left.  (She surely
had pleasant dreams!)

Doris Horn’s grandson, Preston, one
of the twins, was recently married and
gave grandma a tour of his home
which is located in Lebanon.  (These
are the things grandparents live for –
to be included in the lives of their off-
spring.)

Doris Horn also had visits from
grandchildren from Florida. Grandson
Chris Tice and wife Christine and chil-
dren, Russell, 10 years old, and Hai-
ley, 4 years old, visited her from
Orlando, FL.  Grandma said, “It was
sooooo nice to have them here.”  They
spent three days with Doris.

Phil and Judy Feather, along with
daughters Karen Feather and Susan
Wolf, son-in-law Tom Wolf and
grandchildren Carolyn and Mark
Wolf, spent a week cruising to
Bermuda and back. The occasion is
their upcoming 50th wedding anniver-
sary (in November). 

~  ~  ~

Congratulations to:

Dick & Ruth Fernsler who cele-
brated their 53rd wedding anniversary continued...

August 23. We wish them many more
happy years together.  

We welcomed MacKinley Kiler into
the Christ Church family of faith
through the sacrament of Baptism July
17, 2011. MacKinly, 7 months old, is
the infant daughter of Frank & Molly
(Blouch) Kiler.  Proud grandparents
are Doyle and Bonnie Blouch.  We
pray God’s blessing upon this precious
jewel given to the parents to nurture
and guide through life’s pathway.

Jaren Bomgardner had the grand
champion marked hog at the recent 4H
fair held at the Lebanon expo.  Sister
Emily Bomgardner won 2nd in show-
manship for cattle and brother, Dylan
Bomgardner won 1st in showmanship
for cattle.  They also had 1st and 2nd
in age groups for hogs, shorthorn and
heifers.  These talented children are
the grandchildren of David and Mar-
ilyn Bollinger. (Future farmers of
America)

Norm Winters celebrated his 89th
birthday August 20.  His sons from
Philadelphia and New Jersey and two
great grandchildren joined him for a
day of celebration at Knoebel’s Park
which is a favorite thing for Norm to
do for his birthday.  He planned to
enjoy scallops at Hoss’s for lunch and
have a banana split at Friendly’s for
dinner the day of his birthday.  Norm
is one of our great WW II veterans and
endured the Battle of the Bulge during
his time of service to our country.  We
do salute you, Norman, and all the
others who served like you did.

A rose was placed on the altar in honor
of the birth of Tegean Elisabeth
Marie Yeagley, born Friday, August 5
at the HMC.  She is the daughter of

A RIDDLE
For more than a year I have
been living at Christ Church.
It is a really nice place, but I
am lonely and I have noth-
ing to do.  I need a purpose in my life.
Life is nice on a Sunday morning
when the church is buzzing, but no
one stops and talks to me.  I can’t talk.
I’d like to tell them to
take me to my home. I need to be
taken to my home.  I need to be used.
What am I?

Answer—I am a burgundy coat with a
Liz Claiborn label.  I am an extra large
and in good shape because I have just
been “hanging around” for quite
awhile on the coat rack in the lounge.
If I belong to you please come and get
me.  If you know who belongs to me,
take me to her.  I am lovely and I be-
long to a lovely lady. 

?



The Church Mouse continued

Christ Church 
is on the Internet!

Check out the Christ Church
Web site: www.ccucc.org

And join the 
Christ Church Facebook group

by searching for 
“Christ Church, Annville PA.”  

Jeff & Debbie Yeagley and the grand-
daughter of Bruce and Ruthann Cal-
abrese.

~  ~  ~

Hospitalized recently:

Michael Sweeney is receiving chemo
treatments and is doing O.K.  The goal
is to shrink the tumors. 

In July, Kathryn Shifflet fell and in-
jured her hip and had surgery at the
Good Samaritan to correct the injury.
She is recovering very well at home.

Bernice Weaber had hip surgery due
to a fall.  She is receiving therapy at
Stone Ridge, Myerstown.

Esther Trauger fell and bruised her

Hamboats Are Back!
The first sale for the fall season will
be October 1, 2011.  Please call JR &
Georgia Hemperly or Althea
Hemperly by Monday, September 26
to place your order.  

You may order with or without onions
at $2.50 per sandwich and pick them
up at the church between 8:30 and
9:00 am on Saturday October 1.  Ham-
boat work crew report at 7:00 a.m.  

Annville Council of Churches 
9-11 Remembrance Service

Sunday, September 11, 2011
LVC Miller Chapel

3:00 p.m.

The rehearsal schedule for those participating
in the mass choir is as follows:

Wed., Sept. 7, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. at Blair 122 (LVC)
Sat., Sept. 10, 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon at LVC Miller Chapel

Sun., Sept. 11, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. at LVC Miller Chapel

hip and broke her nose.  She was also
treated at the Good Samaritan and is
now recovering at the Lebanon Valley
Home.

Kelly Mason had surgery August 12
on her knee for a torn Meniscus at
Holy Spirit Hospital, Camp Hill.  She
is recovering at home with the help of
all those strong males in the house-
hold.  She said Don is a wonderful
nurse.

Deb Anderson recently had surgery at
HMC and has returned home and is
doing well.

Ruth Fernsler had surgery on her
right hand on July 8 and she says she
is doing OK.

Dorothy Evans had not been able to
attend church for several weeks due to
a cellulites condition on her right
ankle.  She is to keep it elevated.

Frances Burney has been having
back problems and has not been able
to worship with us for several weeks.

The sympathy and prayers of the
congregation are extended to:

Alvana (Miller) Cintron and family
at the death of her husband, Victor
R.Cintron, Sr. who was 83. Victor
passed away peacefully on July 22,
2011.  On Valentine’s Day 2011 they
celebrated 58 years of marriage.

Remember all of our grieving brothers
and sisters in prayer and ask our
Heavenly Father to hold them in his
loving and healing arms.

On behalf of Delta Kappa Gamma and
the Booklovers Book Group,  I invite
you to join our group for our annual
trip to the Washington DC Mall for the
Library of Congress Book Festival on
Saturday, September 24, 2011. 

If the Book Festival doesn’t excite
you, you might be interested in anyone
of the wonderful free Smithsonian
Museums. They are right there on the

Bus trip to Washington DC
north and south sides of the mall.  

We have engaged a wonderful Fisher’s
bus. The charge is $30 per person. We
have not changed our fee since 2005.
If we fill the bus, the remainder of the
money will go to our scholarship fund.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

More information is on pink papers
which you can find in the church
lounge or see Gloria Wentling.



The Nursery at Christ Church places a rose bud on the altar in honor of a child born into the Christ Church family or into
the family of a Christ Church member. We need your help with this. Please call the church office (867-1641) or Gloria
Wentling (867-2202) with the information so the rose will be placed in the church and to let us know if the child’s name
should be added to the Cradle Roll in the Nursery in Christ Church or in another church.

Please contact the church office if you know of someone who is missing from the birthday list.

CHRIST CHURCH
United Church of Christ, Annville, PA 

Wake-Tree Support:
Delmar Cook, Mary Cook, 
Phoebe Fernsler, Pat Kercher, 
Pat Chadwick, Russ Chadwick, 
John Unger

Donald Mason, Pastor
Kevin L. Biddle, Director of Music
Jodi Loose, Organist

Phone: (717) 867-1641 � Fax: (717) 867-5641 � Email: ccucc@lmf.net
Church office hours: Monday - Friday, 9 am to 1 pm

Department Heads

Congregational Care
Jean Rhine 367-5057

Stewardship and Mission
Sue Wolf 274-8963

Worship and Witness
Debbie Smith 867-5160

Christian Enrichment
Lorralei Hoerner 861-7628

Consistory Officers

President: Lee Keaton 469-4216
Vice President: Larry Noll 805-2932 
Secretary: Joan Bernardo 273-4475
Treasurer: Bryan Smith 507-0366
Financial Secretary: Betty Heisey 867-4977

Committee Chairs

Finance: Dave Troxell 279-0102
Property: Ernie Heisey 867-4977
Personnel: Michele Sinadinos 274-6691
Nominating: Barbara Beard
Pastor-Parish Relations:Marlene Hinkle 273-9257
Youth Representative: Carolyn Wolf 274-8963

Bob Lemon, Sexton
Elsie Lehman, Secretary
Rev. Dr. Norman Bucher, Pastor Emeritus

STAFF

1 Juli Staller 
3 Benjamin Marshall 

Sydnee Huffman 
4 Janet Bucher 

Richard Tice 
James Bohr 

5 Thomas Heisey 
Brooke Miller 

7 Adrienne Good 
9 Christine Pellish 
11 Sarah Booth 
12 Jayne Fernsler 

Jared Keaton 
15 Edna Walden 
16 Donald Mason 

Susan Wolf 
18 Pearl Showers 

Travis Donmoyer 
19 Timothy Brown 
20 Jay Light 

Ruth Troxell 
Beth Spieles 

22 Susan Cintron 
24 Matthew Fernsler 

Alexander Hemperly 
25 Claribel Gingrich 
26 Norman Bucher 

Janet Delong 
27 Robert Heisey 
29 Joseph Hoffman 

Wendy Maulfair 
Caitlin Light 

30 Bonita Blouch
Eleanor Brooksher



COUNTERS:
September 4: Dave & Ruth Troxell
September 11: TBA
September 18: TBA
September 25: Tom & Sue Wolf

Assisting With Worship
USHERS AND GREETERS:
September 4: Gloria Wentling, Pat Chadwick, Charlie Miller, Diane Miller
September 11: Lee Keaton, Beth Keaton, Jerry Wolfe, Shirley Wolfe
September 18: David Finger, Joan Finger, Mike Bernardo, Stacey Bernardo
September 25: Dave Troxell, Ruth Troxell, Tom Wolf, Sue Wolf

LAY READERS:
September 4: Sharon Riganatti
September 11: Amanda Smith
September 18: Shirley Wolfe
September 25: Judy Feather

ACOLYTES:
September 4: Cali Wolfe
September 11: Mark Wolf
September 18: Logan Keaton
September 25: Christian Kreamer
Acolytes should also collect the pew sheets

GREETERS AFTER THE SERVICE:
September 4: Michele Sinadinos
September 11: Bryan Smith
September 18: Debbie Smith
September 25: Dave Troxell

Moving? New Phone 
Number? Let us know!
If you have a new address or phone number, or
know of someone who does, please call or e-mail
the church office (867-1641 or ccucc@lmf.net).  If
you are going to be away and stopping delivery of
your mail, please notify the office as well.

We need to keep the Wake Tree mailing list current
so as not to pay for returned items. Thanks for your
help.

CHURCH OPENING & TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE:
September 4: Dave Troxell
September 11: Howard Bixler
September 18: Jim Bohr
September 25: Dave Booth

Looking Ahead

October 2: World Communion
October 23: Blessing of the pets

October Wake-Tree Deadline: September 15

NURSERY:
September 4: Gloria Wentling
September 11: Judy Noll
September 18: Georgia Hemperly
September 25: Lorralei Hoerner
Please see Gloria or Leslie if you’d like to vol-
unteer in the nursery.
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